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Warren-Newport Public Library District 

Board of Trustees 

Committee Report Form 

 
Committee:  Finance 
 

Date and Location of Meeting:  April 10, 2014 - McCullough Board Room, called to order at 8:00 pm.  
Adjourned at 8:55 pm. 
 

Members Attending:  Andrea Farr Capizzi, Treasurer; Stephen Bero, Executive Director; Doug Wideburg, 
Business Manager; Steve Weinberg, Citizen Member 
 
Others in attendance Candidate Trustee Nancy Sheldon, Mark Mueller, Diana Vickery, Raymond Vickery, 
Lynne Donoghue, George Serdar, Kristy Trouy, Jim Hunter 
 

Summary of Meeting:  
 
1. Review of monthly financial statements and bills 
  March 2014 Financial Statements, recommended for Board approval. 
  
2. Update on investment of public funds resolution to engage PMA Financial: Expect first small 

investment in April. 
 

3. Next steps involved in preparing the 2014/2015 budget.  Revenue from real estate taxes for FYE 
6/30/2015 is expected to be about 0.78% over the prior year.  Budget is on target for completion 
prior to Exec. Dir. Bero's retirement. 
 

4. Short-term expenses coming up which were not included in the budget: 
 
Remote Book Drop $30,000 (van) 
Executive Search Fees $24,000 - $18,000 
Unexpected legal fees $2,400 
 
The budget will be able to cover all of these expenses but replenishing the reserve account will 
suffer.  The reserve was depleted with the new roof.  We need reserves to fund long-term 
projects coming up in future years and emergency repairs and unforeseen expenditures.  
 
The $10,000 for extreme snow removal was paid in March and has therefore been removed from 
the above list. 
 

8:40 Mr. Steven Weinberg left the board room. 
 

5. Review of amounts paid to Accuity for reference books / service for looking up bank routing 
numbers and other financial information. 

 
 Chain of Events 
  

At the March 11, 2014 special Board Meeting, the Board President gave a "Red Flags" overhead 
presentation during which he presented items he identified as "red flags" which he felt needed the 
scrutiny of the entire Board.  During this presentation, a page with payments to Accuity 
highlighted yellow was displayed at which time the Board President said “In a contract the district 
entered into which involved a company a trustee worked for who was also the finance chair at the 
time. And many folks will say ‘Well, there’s nothing illegal with that.’ But again, as I urge tonight, 
it’s a little bit unethical.” 
 
During the public comments section of the subsequent Board meeting on March 18, 2014, Mr. 
Steven Weinberg commented that it was inappropriate to highlight Accuity expenditures during a 
red flag presentation because doing so implied that payments to Accuity were improper.   
 



 

WNPLD Form April 2013 

Due to the allegation by the Board President that ". . . it's a little bit unethical," and the 
subsequent public statement by Mr. Steven Weinberg, the Finance Committee reviewed the 
expenditures to Accuity.  What follows is the result of that review. 
 
i) Materials were originally purchased from Thomson starting in 2000. 
ii) In 2004 Steve Weinberg become a WNPL Trustee. 
iii) In 2006 Thomson rebranded itself as Accuity. 
iv) Then Treasurer Mr. Weinberg began working for Accuity sometime after 2006. 
v) Mr. Weinberg completed his elected term in May 2013. 

 
Purchases of reference materials from Accuity did not change from 2000 to 2012. The Library 
purchased the same reference materials before Mr. Weinberg worked for Accuity as it did after.  
In 2013 expenditures to Accuity did drop because the Library decided to update the materials 
annually rather than semi-annually.  Library staff did not consult Mr. Weinberg with regard to any 
decisions made for the purchase of products from Accuity. 
 
The bound books of Accuity reference materials were physically inspected by the Finance 
Committee.  They were current and appeared to have been used, indicating the public does 
indeed use these reference materials 
 
Based on the Finance Committee's review of historical expenditures, the timing of Mr. Weinberg's 
employment with Accuity and the physical inspection of the current materials purchased, the 
Finance Committee has discovered no impropriety to the Accuity expenditures and has 
determined further investigation is unwarranted. 
 

8:54 Mr. Steven Weinberg reentered the board room. 
 
 

6. Meeting adjourned 
 

 

Recommendation for Board Action, if any (state in the form of a motion[s]): 
 

 I move to accept the March 2014 financial statements as presented. 
 I move that the bills payable for March 2014 and payrolls for April be approved for payment. 

 


